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the onanism is nothing else but fear of the father.
This Freud intimates in a single word at the end of
the section.
Unfortunately, Freud breaks off his analysis at
this point. Had he continued, I believe he would
have pointed out how the gambling passion later
assumes a form whose psychic motivation and
mechanisms are akin to certain obsessional symp-
toms. Gambling, which never had as its end money
or gain, becomes a kind of question addressed to
destiny. It is a form of oracle which the modern
psyche readily accepts, although this latent meaning
does not become conscious. Now, recalling that
destiny is the ultimate father surrogate, we see the
significance in the unconscious of this questioning.
Originally it sought to discover whether or not
expectation of evil was justified. In other words,
would the threatened punishment for the trespass
be carried out or would the angered father forgive
the son's disobedience ? Good or bad luck stands
as symbol of the answer. Observing the rules of
the game is the psychological equivalent of obedi-
ence to the compulsive neurotic symptoms. Un-
certainty plays the same role in gambling as it does
in the compulsion complex. Take, for example, a
game like patience. Here we can see clearly the
oracular meaning, which is obscured in other
games where new players may enter late and where
the prime purpose seems to be gain.
We have certain criticisms to make, even as we
realize that this is the most valuable psychological
work on Dostoyevsky we possess. Our first criticism
is directed to the section just discussed. In this
section Freud adduces the example of a story by